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AGENDA  FOR 
APRIL  MEETING  

 
          Regular meeting April 14, 2007 
 Call to order, 11:00 AM 
 Secretary’s report  
 Treasurer's report,  
              Field Status Reports 
 Vote on starting Weaver Field 
  Old business 
              New business 
 Show and Tell 
 Adjourn 

     At last we finally had two days of 
good weather for our Big Bird Fly-In.  
That means no rain.  The wind was a 
little stiff, but at least it was down the 
runway most of the time.  The comments 
I heard were “what a great show”.  We 
had just about everything from turbine 
jets,  acrobatics that were amazing, scale 
war birds,  an electric powered Rascal, 
and a most unusual scale turboprop 
powered plane.  The initial reports on 
what we took in look great.  Many 
thanks to all the volunteers who pulled 
together and made everything go so well, 
and to Ken Bridges, Contest Director, 
who managed the whole thing. 
     The next meeting has been scheduled 
to be on April 14th at 11;00 AM at 
Blackwell Field. We set this date to be 
after Easter and at Blackwell on a 
Saturday morning to get the largest 
number of members involved in voting 
on where we go and what do we want to 
do when Midway closes.  Charlie Fisher 
will be cooking up a bunch of his famous  
hot dogs and  sodas to further encourage 
you to be there. 
     At this point in time, I see three 
options available to us.  The first is to be 
satisfied with Blackwell as our only 
flying site.  While Blackwell is a great 
place for float planes, it does have 
problems for the land planes.  The 
landing strip in its new location is very 
long but narrow and surrounded by 
water.  In the morning you are looking at 
the sun in the east.  How many times 
have you landed in the rough at 
Midway?  At Blackwell it would be in 

the water. 
     A second option is to wait and try to 
convince the County or a developer, like 
Tradition, to give us land for a flying site and 
flyover space.  So far we have not been very 
successful.  We do have a letter being written 
to the County asking for help in establishing a 
County flying site.  The county has verbally 
indicated that it may be possible to put us 
somewhere. 
     The third option is to lease a flying site 
with flyover privileges..  For the first time in 
many years we have found a farmer that is 
willing to talk to us about leasing.  Weaver 
Field is about one mile North of the 
Fairgrounds.  However, it will cost us money.  
We will have to pay about $5000.00 a year in 
rent.  With 200 members, that is about $25.00 
each per year. Some of this can be taken care 
of by reducing the Field Fund Dues.  See 
Walt’s summary of the advantages of leasing 
on page seven. 
     So,  come to the meeting on the 14th and 
help us decide what we want to do. 1. Be 
happy with Blackwell, 2. Wait for the County 
or a developer to give us land.  3. Lease 
Weaver Field.          
      Happy Flying,      Larry 



 
SUNDANCER SHIRTS, HATS &       

LICENSE PLATES   
      
     Shirts  $10.00  Available in Small, Medium, Large,          
 and X, XX, XXX extra large sizes 
     Hats  $15.00  Adjustable size 
     License Plates  $5.00 
 
     Contact Beth Epstein at the field or  
        call 772-871-1299 or 807-0597 (cell) 

 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

February 1 to February 28, 2007 
 
Bank balance as of 01/31/2007          32119.37 
 
 
General Fund  Acct Bal    01/31/07           14357.62                
Income                                                           
     Membership Dues            1090.00  
     Banquet Deposits               230.00 
     Tee Shirts & Hats               165.00 
                        Total       1485.00         + 1485.00 
 Expenses 
      Storage Locker               46.86 
      Portable Toilets                 181.32  
      Mowing Blackwell            150.00 
      Midway Maintenance          56.72 
      IMAC toilets                      109.50 
      Florida Corp. Fee                 70.00 
      Trash Disposal                       4.50 
       War Bird Trophies 07        157.04                                        
                                 Total         775.94        - 775.94 
 
General Fund Acct Bal       02/28/07        15066.68     
  
 
Field Fund  Acct Bal            01/31/07        17181.69 
 
Income 
     Membership Dues                340.00        +  340.00 
Expenses 
     Blackwell Field Preps           795.29         - 795.29 
Field Fund  Acct Bal             02/28/07        17761.69    
 
 
Bank balance as of 02/28/07           32373.08          
     

 MINUTES OF REGULAR MARCH 1, 2007 MEETING 
 
 The meeting was called to order by President Larry 
Olsen at 7:30 p.m. with 27 members present.  All four officers 
and Board members Walt Swentzell and Vern Gillespie were 
present. 
 The minutes of the February meeting as published in 
the Newsletter were approved.  The Treasurer’s Report as 
published in the Newsletter was approved.  The latest financial 
report was read by the Treasurer. 
 Blackwell Field Status reported by Ken Bridges - The 
flight and runway has been moved south of it’s original 
location to provide adequate separation from homes north of 
the field.  The need to vibra-roll the runway for a better 
surface was discussed and will be done.  All previously 
approved tasks have been completed and funds expended.  A 
discussion of land plane flying while the float planes are flying 
identified the need to define the separation required. 
 St. Lucie County reported by Al Chiaverini and 
Charley Fisher - Nothing new to report. 
 Tradition Field reported by George White - A 
presentation from Core Communities, Tradition was made to 
Larry Olsen, Walt Swentzell and the author.  They offered the 
Club a 25-acre field north of the  new Publix being built.  On 
review it was found not to be adequate since we would be 
flying over I-95, a canal and a school site.  The meeting was 
productive, however, in that we described our requirements to 
their planning engineer, and he thought he might have a site 
that was more remote.  He will have to search it out more now 
that he knows our needs since it has some trees and wetlands.  
More discussions will follow. 
 Weaver Field reported by Walt Swentzell - Nothing 
new to report.  Due to some of the uncertainty of the Midway 
situation, it was moved and approved to table the motion to 
proceed with the lease for the new field. 
     Old Business - 

Banquet (Al Chiaverini) - March 30 - Total of 16 
people have paid to date. 
Big Bird IMAA (Ken Bridges) - March 24-25 - More 
volunteers are needed.  Free food will be available to 
the volunteers.  A donation will be made to the 
Sheriff’s Youth Association.   

     New Business - 
The resignation of Board member Chris Costantino 
was announced.  Charley Fisher was nominated to 
replace him as a Board member, motion made, 
seconded and approved. 
Walt Swentzell reported on a conversation with Chuck 
Proulx, City Recreation Director, that his plans to start 
construction at Midway Field is still on track for this 
July, August.  It was noted that the Club lease states 
that we will get 90 days written notice of closure of 
our field. 

 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, George A. White, Secretary 



THE SATURDAY AFTERNOOD GANG 
By Rusty Pieper 

     
     Hello again.  It’s my turn to spout off to a silent audience.  I don’t get much feedback, so I hope my ramblings are worth 
while.  As you know, the weather has been nice, especially in the afternoons. :) 
     The Saturday afternoon crowd is growing.  I would like to take this opportunity to welcome some of the newest members of 
the club.  Ricky Messer has been with us for several months and flies a Skyraider and a World Models Mustang.  He is an 
accomplished pilot who must have had prior experience.  David LaFlam has been flying with us and has a Great Planes 
Hawker Hurricane.  He, apparently, is a newer pilot as I notice he needs the Preacher to start his engine and adjust it. 
     Then we still have last year’s members still with us like Dan and Mat McBride who fly a variety of planes.  I’m not sure if 
the Pastor and Jonathan Hart are still members, as I haven’t seen them bring any planes out in a long time.  We do appreciate 
them coming out and visiting. 
    I’m down to three helicopters now as I traded one for a Honda motorcycle last week.  I was glad to get rid of it as I don’t 
think I will ever be a good heli pilot.  I can ride a dirt bike much better which is why I jumped at the chance to get on the dirt 
bike.  Thanks, Jeff. 
     I have been told my repair of Frank DiGiano’s plane was a success.  I think he was a little vexed at me taking six months to 
fix it, but hey, I never promised him a Rose Garden either.  By the way, it was no charge!   
Walt, You can fix it next time.  :) 
     Sorry for not having the picture of Jeffy’s Phaeton bipe.  He did say it would be okay to put it in the newsletter, so 
hopefully, next time. 
 
Thanks everyone.  Happy Easter.   Rusty. 
 

Mon. Wed. Fri. Group  AKA The flying B.B.Q’s 
By Al Chiaverini 

 
     As you all know the weather is getting nicer so we can do our thing of flying and socializing with our friends.  It 
is good to see everyone again. 
     Norm Greve has been flying his newly acquired Great Plains ARF Stearman Bipe, the Navy version. It has a 72” 
wingspan with a 1.20 4 stroke engine. Norm says the kit came with just about all you need even two neat looking 
pilots. It handles well.   I’m not sure if it’s the Bipe or Norm.  
     Tony Muro brought his new Great Plains Bipe a Super Skybolt with a 64” wingspan.  He put in a 91 Saito 4 
stroke engine.  He and Vinny Giuffre had a little adjustment to make with the engine and other minor changes. Tony 
will be flying his new bird soon. 
     I don’t know how else to say it, but here goes. It came to my attention that individuals seem to have forgotten 
some of the AMA Safety Rules these rules were put in place for our own Safety and the Safety of the Youngsters 
that we bring with us to the field. We do have safety officers who should be keeping a watchful eye out. However, 
WE ARE ALL Safety Officers, and none of us want to see anyone get injured. Remember if someone gets badly 
injured be it member or non member, we all will suffer. 
     Walt Mocha had a smile from ear to ear and that covers a lot of area. He had a successful maiden voyage of his 
1/2 scale Fly Baby 14’ wing span with a 3w140 engine. Walt said the plane comes in at 49 lbs. He did a fantastic job 
in building it and painted it with the Miami Dolphins Colors. He uses two receivers and two battery packs. It is a 
must see with the detail Walt put into it. Walt admitted, with delight, that it flew better than he expected. That bird 
flew with the greatest ease just like a bald eagle in flight. Great job as usual Walt. 
     Tony Muro also had a great flight with his new Skybolt Bipe.  It flew very well after the adjustments were made. 
 
Great Flights and better landings 
Al Chiaverini 







 

 It’s been an interesting season down 
here so far. A project that I got from Gene 
Lane was to finish putting together this cute 
little Miss Bohemia electric. Gene had it 
mostly finished and when he handed it to me 
my first thought was that it would be a good 
candidate for the latest upgrades like an out 
runner motor and Li-Po batteries. But after 
reading the instructions I knew that regular 
Ni-Cads or Nickel Metal Hydrides would be 
needed to get the CG where it belonged. No 
use putting in expensive, compared to Ni-
cads, batteries and having to add lead to get 
the CG right. 

So I finished getting Miss Bohemia to-
gether and sighted down the fuse and dis-
covered that the wing and tail feathers were 
somewhat catawampus. My first inclination  
was to shim one side of the wing saddle but 
as I looked further I saw that the triangular 
shaped fuse had probably twisted from set-
ting around for a spell? Gene did tell me that 
Miss Bohemia was an old time gal!. 
So I got out the Monocoat® iron, set the 
temp to low to test whether the covering was 
the “real thing” and it was so I Clamped the 
fuse between my knees, gave it a twist and 
applied the heat and after a couple of tries 
had the wing, tail feathers and fuse back in 
alignment  and looking pretty good. It’s easy 
when you can “manhandle” a plane all by 
yourself. 
 So how does Miss Bohemia fly? She has 

enough get up and go with the brushed 
motor with gear box and six cell Ni-cad 
pack.  
 The weather gods haven’t been kind to fly 
a small light airplane like the Miss Bohe-
mia but the CG is right so I have no doubt 
it will fly and look really super doing it so 
one of these days Gene will hold her nose 
pointed a bit up and I’ll throttle up and  
Gene will give it a little push and we’ll get 
to watch this cute little plane do her thing. 

 On another note, I was flying my Sea Mas-
ter and on the first two flights the plane did 
a snap that I didn’t tell it to do. This would 
kinda make a person nervous but the 
snaps were so quick and over with in a 
blink.  I elected to get another flight in be-
cause I had driven quite a ways and we 
were putting on a “dog and pony show” 
for a home developer with the hope of get-
ting a permanent place to fly off of the wa-
ter. 
 You would think after two warnings I 
would just pack up and call it a day be-
cause the third flight proved to be the last 
of the day for the Sea Master. It went into 
another snap and stayed there right into 
the water. 
 After it was blown back to shore and I re-
trieved it and took it home, I saw that the 
rudder servo had gone full clockwise and 
stayed there and that was the cause of the 
snap. 
 The Sea Master will live and fly another 
day but you would think I would have 
learned the lesson about warnings like 
thirty years ago? Maybe I did and just for-
got? 



GB’s Hobby Shop – 460-2844 – 6839 South U.S. 
1, PSL in the Lexington Shops 0.9 miles north of 
Prima Vista Blvd.  A full line hobby shop with a full 
service shop.  
South Florida Hobbies – 465-9441 – Hobby Shop 
– 2931 South US 1, South Fort Pierce.  One block 
north of the railroad crossing and behind Pizza Hut. 
Walt Swentzell - 465-4454 - Foam wing cores.  
Make wing kits.  Model repairs too. 
The Craft House Hobby Shop – 683-0764 – Joyce 
Hart has a very well stocked hobby shop  located at 
1379 North Military Trail, West Palm Beach. 
Ricky Calero—878-4602 Hi Tech Servos, Glue & 
Epoxy 
Rusty Pieper-332-7128 New ball bearings for 
model engines 
Ready Heli - 561-575-1118 - Specializing in electric 
helicopters.  The store is located at 354 Cypress Dr. 
#7 in Tequesta. 
Tobe Kallner—332-0921—Tobe will build and as-
semble almost anything including ARF’s.  Get it 
done professionally. 

 
No for sale items listed this month 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
Ads are free for member’s to buy, sell, trade model equipment, to buy something special or advertise a 
model service.  Just call in or e-mail your ad to the editor.  You must, however, notify the editor each 
month If you wish to continue your ad in the next month‘s newsletter, otherwise, it will be assumed that 
your item has been sold or located.  Commercial ads will remain as a courtesy to our local area hobby 
vendors until they request otherwise.  The local area code is 772. 

TUESDAY-THURSDAY-SATURDAY 
GANG 

      By: Walt Swentzell and George White 

Vinny Giuffre and his P-47 Thunderbolt at Big Bird 

Dear Club Members, 
 
     This is a letter directed to all senior members of our club, 
AKA “The Old Fogies”.  I have been a member of the Sun 
Dancers since 1991, seventeen years.  I am 75 years old and 
have seen many of our members expire between 75 and 85 
years old.  Mostly around 80 years.  I hope to live past 85 but 
the odds could be against me.  My point is this, I would like to 
enjoy my remaining flying hobby years and be able to go to a 
nice private flying field that is available now, with a reason-
able lease that our existing dues structure can afford.  All the 
money in our bank account is money that “we” put there.  
When are we going to get smart and use some of that money 
to build that field? 
     It is over four years ago that we have been dancing with the 
County, trying to get them to respond in a positive way.  I per-
sonally have been to see all the people involved in public 
parks and recreation with negative results each time. 
     The City of Port St. Lucie have in the last nine years al-
lowed us to use their future park land and now that the parks 
department is ready to develop this land we must move.  We 
can expect our 90 day notice to leave almost any time now.  
They have given us a beautiful float flying site at the Black-
well pump and retention pond area.  But this is certainly not 
suitable for land aircraft. The field search committee has been 
in meetings with the city officials and have stated over and 
over that they do not have land available that would suit our 
needs. 
     It is time to make a positive vote to proceed with the build-
ing of the proposed Weaver Field flying site. 
                                                                                                                                                                        
Sincerely,   Walter Swentzell 
 
     The recent increase in jet aircraft at our field has raised 
some questions by our members as to whether all is proceed-
ing properly.  Vern Gillespie and George White have done 
some research and have found that all of our members listed 
below are accredited to operate gas turbine airplanes. 
 
Bob Alessi, Chris Costantino, Ivan Gutierrez, Dave Lewis 
Brian Luckett, and Bill Squillace. 
 
They have documented and attested to having sufficient high 
speed model experience and equipment to operate gas turbine 
aircraft and have a waiver affidavid on file. 
 
Sincerely,  George White 
 
 
 

 
Walter also notes the following advantages at Weaver 
Field. 
 
 1.  Gated private field in the country — reduces 
  likelihood of  vandalism and theft. 
 2.  A long term lease with a minimum of five 
  years and could extend to many more.  
 3.  No trees or tall obstructions to fly into. 
 4. No water hazards such as ponds, lakes or       
  canals to fall or fly into. 
 5.  Total retreivablilty outside of the landing strip.   
 6.  Plenty of parking area for events and space for 
  helicopters. 
 7.  Not way out in the country. Only one mile 
  from the County Fairground. 
 8.  A North -  South  runway puts the sun at your 
  back in the mornings when most of us fly 
. 
 Anyone wishing to visit the Weaver Field site, give Wal-
ter a call and he will furnish directions and assistance in 
getting there to have a look.   Call 465-4454 or 519-6879 
(cell)                                                            



 
 
 

237 SE Whitmore Drive 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34984 

At the Blackwell Field Flying Site in Port St. Lucie 

NEXT MEETING - Saturday April 14, 2007  11:00 AM 

SHOW AND TELL 

     Walt Moucha brought his 1/2 scale “FLY BABY” with a 
14 ft. span.  The wing cord is 28 in. and the fuselage is 97”.  
Power is from a 3W-140.  Walt started building this plane on 
August 4th 2006 and finished on January 6, 2007.  The plane 
is covered with Stits Fabric and the finish is Poly Brush and 
Poly Spray Stits paint.  The cowl is all .010 aluminum.  Walt is 
building 1/2 scale floats for this plane that are 84 in. long and 
will be covered with thin aluminum.  WOW! What a job.   

This month Tobe Kallner showed us his latest endeavor, a 
Reaction 511 “Turbine Trainer”.  Tobe is sure versatile with 
planes in micro sizes the this with turbine speeds.  He builds 
from scratch and this is no exception.  The turbine will have a 
thrust of 14 pounds and the wing span is 80 inches should 
weigh in at about 18 pounds.  Since this was taken, Tobe has 
finished the plane and all he is waiting for is a retractable 
landing gear.  We should see it fly very soon.  


